
Film Plastics Recycling Program 
By Sharad Mehta February 19th, 2020. 
 
 
The Interact Club of WHS is collaborating with Westborough Rotary Club’s COTE (Committee of 
The Environment) in a drive for collecting and recycling bags and film plastics from household 
waste. Although bags film plastics are ubiquitously in use, the economics of recycling them has 
been generally unattractive for businesses. These plastics eventually make their way in our 
fresh-water lakes and oceans destroying habitats and damaging the environment. The objective 
of this drive is to increase awareness of this serious issue and invite our community members in 
the region to participate in addressing it locally. 
 
The Trex Plastics Challenge requires a community to collect about 500-lbs of bag and film 
plastics for recycling over 6 months. If successful, Trex rewards the community with a park-
bench. The drive is being supported by Kohls' Corporate office and the local Northborough 
retail store is a designated collection center. The collected plastics are transported by Kohls to a 
remote recycling center in New York and pressed into 1000-pound bales which are then 
shipped to a Trex manufacturing plant in Virginia. 
There are 3 options for community members to bring their collection (for the long-term 
sustainability of the project, Option 1 is by far the most preferred): 
 

- Option 1. Kohl’s Retail Store (rear entrance) every other alternative Saturday 
 

- Option 2a. Central One Federal Credit Union at 40 South Street, Westborough 
- Option 2b. The Burrough Y at 4, Valente Drive, Northborough 

 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has posed an additional challenge for this drive, since handling of 
plastics must be minimized for the safety of the students, community members, Rotary 
volunteers and Kohls’ staff. Option 1 is most preferred.  
Since November, 2020 over 800 lbs of film plastics have been collected. The WHIS Interact 
Students have contributed by creating posters for publicity, transferring the plastics from 
remote locations to Kohls’, weighing and record-keeping and loading the plastics on to Kohls’ 
tractor trailers.  
 Due to popularity of the program in the community, COTE and Interact plans to continue the 
program as long as it is sustainable. 
The latest scheduled dates for collection at Kohls’ are available at  
https://www.facebook.com/westboroughrotary..  
 
Volunteers are encouraged to sign up to help out during the events at the following website: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4BAEA62AA4FF2-rotary 
 
If there are any questions, please send an email to cote@westboroughrotary.org.  
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Recyclable Bag & Film Plastics 1 

 
 

  
Filled Regular Trash Bags (3.5 lbs. each)  1 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


